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How to use this presentation

This training should be done in sequential order. It helps you to understand the basic 

ideas of XINFO. But the best way to learn about XINFO: Just use it!

Introduction

Topic 1

Topic 2

Topic 3

If you don’t like to use this training in 

sequential order:

An index before each chapter allows 

you to navigate ...

Click on this symbol 

to jump to the 

overview slide
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XINFO – Getting Started –
Dialog ISPF

AGENDA

Chapter 3

How to access data from different sources like Schedulers, JCL, DB2, SMF etc.

Chapter 2

Learn about the XINFO client you prefer to use

Chapter 1

A brief introduction and a technical overview to XINFO

What is XINFO

ISPF Dialog Basics
(via link to HORIZONT homepage)

XINFO Modules
(via link to HORIZONT homepage)

How to use XINFO

PC Client Basics
(via link to HORIZONT homepage)

http://horizont-it.com/products/presentations,%20flyers,%20whitepapers,%20training,%20examples/xinfo/english/examples,%20training%20and%20'how%20to'/XINFO%20-%20Getting%20Started%20-%20Dialog%20ISPF.ppsx
http://horizont-it.com/products/presentations,%20flyers,%20whitepapers,%20training,%20examples/xinfo/english/presentations/XINFO%20-%20Description%20of%20all%20Components.ppsx
http://horizont-it.com/products/presentations,%20flyers,%20whitepapers,%20training,%20examples/xinfo/english/presentations/XINFO%20-%20Description%20of%20all%20Components.ppsx
http://horizont-it.com/products/presentations,%20flyers,%20whitepapers,%20training,%20examples/xinfo/english/examples,%20training%20and%20'how%20to'/XINFO%20-%20Getting%20Started%20-%20Dialog%20Windows.ppsx
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What is XINFO?

• XINFO analyses JCL, DB2, IMS, SMF, IWS z/OS, RMM, Cobol, PL1, DLI, Control-M, 

Control-D, CA-7, CA-1, CA-Delivery, CA-Scheduler, Zeke, Beta93

• XINFO loads result of analysis into DB2, Oracle, MS-SQL or PostgreSQL

• XINFO has an integrated PC Client or ISPF dialog

• XINFO has powerful graphic functions

XINFO is a complete cross reference for various IT systems.
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A Technical Overview

AutomicIWSSMFJCL Output etc.
Source 

codes

XINFO Scanner

XINFO Server

Database

Analysis (Batch)

PC Dialog

RDBM
(DB2, Oracle, MS-SQL, PostGreSQL)

Data

ISPF
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What is XINFO good for?

• Which jobs use file A.B.C?

• Which jobs jobs use program PGM1?

• When was file A.B.C used in which jobs?

• Which DB2 tables are used in which jobs?

• Which jobs were active last Monday at 3.30?

• Which programs are calling sub program XYZ?

• and much more …

XINFO enables you to answer questions like:
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The ISPF Dialog
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ISPF Dialog – Start

• As an example we can start it with a TSO

• The ISPF dialog of XINFO is started by a REXX procedure. The specific 

method of access is based on your installation. If you have questins

regarding how to access the system, ask your XINFO administrator.

Command ==> TSO XINFO
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ISPF Dialog – Main Menu

Start Panel

Search Arguments

Comparison Operators

Line Commands

Primary Commands
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ISPF Dialog – Startpanel

This is the start panel of 

XINFO. All available displays 

are listed in sequence. 

Select the desired display by 

specifying the number  ...

What is a 

display?
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ISPF Dialog – What is a Display?

A display is the 

combination of INPUT ...

... and 

OUTPUT 

panels
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ISPF Dialog – Alternate Startpanel

Alternate start panel

If the start panel is too 

confusing for you, XINFO 

offers an alternative ...



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 13

ISPF Dialog – Alternate Startpanel

How can I 

activate that 

style?

Select 0 for Options ...
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ISPF Dialog – Options

… and choose “Y” for a 

grouped Start-Panel. 

Hint: Exit XINFO for the 

change to take effect.
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ISPF Dialog – Selecting a Display (1)

The best idea to learn 

about XINFO is to go 

through the different 

displays, for example 

“JCL - DSN”...

Type in 2 for JCL …
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ISPF Dialog – Selecting a Display (2)

Select 5 for DSN …
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ISPF Dialog – Search Arguments

You may use comparison  

operators like EQ, NE, 

GT, LT, LE, GE, NB (Will 

be explained later) ...

Specify your selection 

criteria, for example all 

programs “I*” which have 

a DD Statement “SYS*”
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ISPF Dialog – Query Results

The results ...
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ISPF Dialog – Scrolling in Query Results

Use standard keys 

PF7, PF8 for down 

and up and PF10, 

PF11 for left and 

right scrolling 

Please note that 

the first column 

is fixed
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ISPF Dialog – Too Many Rows

XINFO displays only the 

first 999 records, but you 

can change that in the 

Options panel ...

“Too many 

rows”

What does that 

mean?
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ISPF Dialog – Options

Use a number between 

1 and 99999, e.g. 999
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ISPF Dialog – Comparison Operators

XINFO allows you to specify 

all operators which are 

available in DB2 ...
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ISPF Dialog – Comparison Operators

Press PF1 to get 

an overview about 

all operators ...
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ISPF Dialog – Operator 99

But let’s talk about a very 

special operator, the 99 ...
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ISPF Dialog – Operator 99

The 99 operator brings up a new panel 

where you can use multiple search criteria 

for the selected field (here “Jobname”)

“&” means AND

“!” means OR
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ISPF Dialog – Operator 99

For example all jobs with a 

job name Greater Equals “A” 

and Lower “C” (means all A-

B) or which starts with “XXR”
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ISPF Dialog – Do you have any questions about displays?

Yes? Ok, just let us know your question. 

Email to info@horizont-it.com
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ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

The line commands of XINFO are connecting data fields to related 

information

JobJobname

Resource

DSN

PGM

Planname

Table

SMF History



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 29

ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

• Internal Line Commands are activating other XINFO displays, for example SMF 

Histories, Table Information, etc…

• External Line Commands are activating ISPF tools like the Browser, Editor or any 

other Utility program.

XINFO has two different types of Line Commands:

Every Line Command can be added or removed by the 
XINFO Administrator!
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ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

The Line Commands 

are listed here ...
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ISPF Dialog – Select

Let us try a Line Command, 

for example “S” (SELECT) to 

display a complete record
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ISPF Dialog – Select

The result are all data 

of the selected record 

on one screen! 
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ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

... type “?” to get a 

complete list with all  

Line Commands ...

If you do not understand 

the meaning of all 

Commands ...
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ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

You can select a Line 

Command from the 

list. Select the “B” to 

Browse the JCL ...
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ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

Get the JCL!

Browse-Job (B) is an example for extern Line 

Command. XINFO calls an extern program 

(ISPF-Browse).
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ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

“External Commands”  

like Select, Browse, 

Edit...

“External Commands” 

like Select, Browse, 

Edit ...

... and “Internal 

Commands” which 

are calling other 

XINFO displays ...
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ISPF Dialog – Line Commands

The result of an 

“External Command”...

... and the result of an 

“Internal Command”...
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ISPF Dialog – Do you have any questions about Line Commands?

Yes? Don’t forget:

info@horizont-it.com

mailto:info@horizont-it.com
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ISPF Dialog – Primary Commands

LEGEND

SORT

FIND

FIX

ARRANGE

ALL

STAT

GROUP

LIBS

SAVE

XBROWSE

BATCH

EXIT

SHOW

INFO

TABLES

EDITSQL

LISTLC
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ISPF Dialog – Primary Commands

• Commands like SORT, ARRANGE and FIX are modifying the style of the Output 

Table

• Commands like STATS, SAVE or SHOW are calling XINFO functions which are 

based on all selected data

• Commands like LEGEND, Tables and LIBS are displaying additional information

XINFO has Primary Commands, which are working on all lines.
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ISPF Dialog – Primary Commands

The Primary Commands 

are listed here ...
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ISPF Dialog – Help

Use Help (PF1) to get 

an overview about all 

Primary Commands!
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ISPF Dialog – LEGEND (1)

Type in 

LEGEND …
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ISPF Dialog – LEGEND (2)

Legend explains all 

columns of the actual 

display, e.g. “CNr” = 

Concat-Number
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ISPF Dialog – SORT (1)

... to display the 

table in a sorted 

order

Use the SORT 

command ...

You can use SORT + Column 

to sort after a specific column 

(e.g. SORT 6)
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ISPF Dialog – SORT (2)

... sorts all rows 

according to the 

selected column

SORT together with the 

column name ...
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ISPF Dialog – SORT (3)

Use column “Sort” to specify the 

sequence of the data fields by which 

you want to sort.

Use column “Dir” to specify the sort 

sequence for this data field: a for 

descending, d for ascending.

Use column “Dir” to specify the sort 

sequence for this data field: a for 

descending, d for ascending.
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ISPF Dialog – SORT (4)

Confirm the sort sequence with ENTER. You 

can delete the sort sequence with DEL.
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ISPF Dialog – SORT (5)

• SORT (without parameter) sorts according to the first column.

• SORT n sorts according to the nth columns (from the left).

• SORT Header sorts according to the column “Header”. If a heading 

contains blanks, it has to be enteres in apostrophes, e.g., SORT ‘Valid 

Form’.

• SORT 1 DESC sorts according to the first column, in descending order.

• SORT 1 d, 3 a sorts in descending order according to the first column, and 

in descending order according to the third.
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ISPF Dialog – FIND (1)

... to locate the 

desired expression 

in column one ...

Use FIND ...
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ISPF Dialog – FIND (2)

x

... to locate the 

desired expression 

in any column

... or use the FIND 

command together with 

the column name ...
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ISPF Dialog – FIND (3)

PS.: If you like to search 

always all columns (instead of 

column 1), than go to Options 

and choose Y
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ISPF Dialog – FIND (4)

• FIND <string> searches for <string>

• FIND <string> n searches for <string> in the column <n>

• FIND <string> * to search all columns

• FIND <string> First|Last|Next|Prev searches for <string> in the specified 

direction or position

• FIND <string> ALL counts the number of rows in which <string> was found

• RFIND continues to search in the same direction for the previously 

specified string
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ISPF Dialog – FIX (1)

FIX helps you while 

scrolling left and right ...
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ISPF Dialog – FIX (2)

Scrolled areaThe first two 

columns are fixed!
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ISPF Dialog – ARRANGE (1)

The ARRANGE command 

enables you to modify the 

display (for your eyes only!)



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 57

ISPF Dialog – ARRANGE (2)

Change the sequence of columns with “M” 

and “A” (moves the column after the selected) 

or “M” and “B” (moves the column before the 

selected) or limit length of Column

E.g. Specify a smaller 

number
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ISPF Dialog – RESET

RESET (or RES) restores 

the original sequence 
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ISPF Dialog – ALL (1)

Normally a Line Command like “SM” 

lists all SMF records for the job in the 

selected line (here XXRJCC) ...
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ISPF Dialog – ALL (2)

Here we have all SMF records 

for the selected Job XXRJCC
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ISPF Dialog – ALL (3)

The combination of the Primary 

Command “ALL”  with the Line 

Command “SMF”...
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ISPF Dialog – ALL (4)

... results in all SMF records for 

all previously selected Jobs
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ISPF Dialog – STAT (1)

The STAT command is useful 

for numeric or time fields, for 

example the Job Duration ...
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ISPF Dialog – STAT (2)

... if you like statistics 

(e.g. average, max & 

min) ...



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 65

ISPF Dialog – STAT (3)

PS.: Instead of the 

column name you 

can also specify the 

column number ...

... to get for example 

the statistics for “Job 

Start Time”
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ISPF Dialog – GROUP (1)

GROUP counts the number of 

occurrences in every column 

(default is column 1)...
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ISPF Dialog – GROUP (2)

Use "Sort 1" D to sort descending 

(D) by frequency within the group 

display.

3975 times is the job 

“BETAJ01” listed, 

246 times job “BFGJCPL”



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 68

ISPF Dialog – GROUP (3)

Use “>” = Expand to list all 246 jobs 

of jobname “BFGJCPL”
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ISPF Dialog – GROUP (4)

The result: All 246 jobs 

of jobname “BFGJCPL” 
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ISPF Dialog – GROUP (5)

Another example to GROUP: 

How often is a particular 

account in combination with 

“Programers name” used?



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 71

ISPF Dialog – GROUP (6)

An Example: How often is 

every Account used in 

your JCL?
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ISPF Dialog – GROUP (7)

“IDCAMS” is 415 times 

used
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ISPF Dialog – LIBS (1)

... locate the 

column “Lib”...

... and use the 

LIBS Command ...

If you like to know the DSN 

of the job libraries, ...
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ISPF Dialog – LIBS (2)

The LIBS command 

shows you real DSN 

of your JCL- and 

PROC libraries
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ISPF Dialog – SAVE (1)

Save stores the 

result of the 

query to a file ...
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ISPF Dialog – SAVE (2)

File atributes
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ISPF Dialog – SAVE (3)

Here is the resulting file, at the 

beginning with some additional 

information like the  SQL ...

Scroll down ...
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ISPF Dialog – SAVE (4)

... and get the data!
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ISPF Dialog – SAVE (5)

• The maximum number of lines defined for the dialog (999) is not used 

here, the only limit is the size of the output dataset.

• Columns displayed in an abbreviated form in the panel are displayed in full 

length.

• If the display has been sorted by a certain column, this order is 

maintained.

• Any arrangement of the columns specified using the ARRANGE command 

will be maintained.
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ISPF Dialog – XBROWSE or XEDIT (1)

PS.: type XBROWSE or 

XEDIT to see the “SAVE” file 

directly from XINFO.



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 81

ISPF Dialog – XBROWSE or XEDIT (2)

The result!
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ISPF Dialog – BATCH (1)

The Batch Command 

generates a job 

which runs the actual 

query in batch
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ISPF Dialog – BATCH (2)

The Batch Command 

generates a job which runs 

the actual query in batch.

You can select: 

1: only data, 

2: data and headers

3: data, headers and SQL



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 84

ISPF Dialog – BATCH (3)

The result!
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ISPF Dialog – EXIT 

Exit brings you back to 

the START panel
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ISPF Dialog – SHOW (1)

Show ...
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ISPF Dialog – SHOW (2)

… simply shows you 

the SQL behind your 

current query.



XINFO – Getting Started – Dialog ISPF 88

ISPF Dialog – INFO (1)

Info …
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ISPF Dialog – INFO (2)

… lists information about your 

XINFO installation, this file can be 

edited by the XINFO administrator
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ISPF Dialog – TABLES (1) 

Tables …
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ISPF Dialog – TABLES (2) 

… shows you all available 

tables (plus some 

additional information)
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ISPF Dialog – EDITSQL (1) 

With EDITSQL you 

can change the SQL 

behind the query ...
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ISPF Dialog – EDITSQL (2) 

… after your modification, 

this SQL is executed. 
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ISPF Dialog – EDITSQL (3)

Result: All jobs whose 

jobname is unlike the 

member name.
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ISPF Dialog – EDITSQL result

The result
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ISPF Dialog – LISTLC (1) 

LISTLC shows all line 

commands.
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ISPF Dialog – LISTLC (2)



Classification: Restricted

Please feel free to visit us in Munich or send an email to 
info@horizont-it.com

Thanks for your attention! Do you have any questions?
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